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Meeting Minutes

Central States Communication Association

Ethnicity, Race, International, and Class Caucus

April 4, 2019

9:30-10:45 a.m.

Kansas Room, Doubletree Inn, Omaha, NE
Attendance: Ahmet Atay (Vice-Chair), Carolyn Calloway-Thomas, Jimmie Manning, Eddah Mutua, Scott Myers (Secretary), Dorthy Pennington (Chair)
Caucus Chair Dorthy Pennington began the meeting by distributing an agenda and the Caucus’s by-laws, noting that these by-laws are the official by-laws for the Caucus. 
Vice-Chair Ahmet Atay reviewed the programming for the 2019 convention. He noted that the Caucus was given three slots for this year, which consisted of the Carolyn Calloway-Thomas spotlight panel, the business meeting, and an additional panel. It was stated that the Caucus will receive two additional slots (for a total of five slots) for the 2020 convention in Chicago.

Ahmet suggested that we retain the same three officers through the 2020 convention. This means that Dorthy will continue as Chair, Ahmet will continue as Vice-Chair, and Scott will continue as Secretary through the end of the 2020 convention.

Members discussed several items for the upcoming year. One item centered on increasing Caucus membership. [Note: As of 6/17/2019, the Caucus has 72 members.] Dorthy distributed a form that she encouraged members to give to CSCA members as a way to increase membership. Jimmie Manning noted that the Caucus is not listed on the CSCA website and Dorthy stated that the Caucus was not listed an option on one of CSCA’s membership forms. It was moved that Executive Director Chad Edwards be informed about these two discrepancies. [Note: As of 6/17/2019, the Caucus is listed on the CSCA website and on all membership forms.]
A second item focused on programming for the 2020 convention. One suggestion was to sponsor an ice cream social with the other Caucuses (i.e., Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, Adjunct/Temporary Faculty, Women’s, Graduate Student). A second suggestion was to create panels that tie directly in with the 2020 convention theme, which is “Borders and Breakthroughs.” Dorthy further suggested that all programming center on time-sensitive issues that are based on substantive research findings. Carolyn recommended that where possible, local (i.e., Chicago) people should be included on these panels. Topics offered included panels featuring: 
· The state of Chicago schools (with panelists from the Chicago school district)

· Issues students/faculty encounter

· First-generations students

· Immigration, identity, and politics

· Class issues

· Identity issues

· Issues faced by international faculty (i.e., expectations of the U.S. versus accountability in home countries)
· Struggles with dealing with academic life in the United States

· International scholars from outside the United States

Jimmie then suggested that each member in attendance plan a specific themed-panel. After some discussion, it was decided that:

· Carolyn will create a panel on class issues.

· Scott will create a panel on first generation students.

· Jimmie will create a panel on Whiteness.

· Eddah and Ahmet will create a panel on international born scholars teaching in the North and the subsequent impact of their work in their home country.

· Jimmie will pursue inviting Lori Lightfoot (the newly elected Chicago mayor) for a panel. 

Discussion then turned to the 9:30 a.m. Friday Spotlight Panel: Celebrating the Career of Dr. Carolyn Calloway-Thomas and the Forthcoming Calloway-Thomas Inclusivity Scholars Series panel. Both Carolyn and Jimmie informed the members that fundraising efforts were underway to support the lecture series.

In other business, Jimmie proposed that the Caucus start thinking about future awards, including awards for outstanding research article and outstanding book. Dorthy offered that the Caucus consider awards for institutions or departments that address ethnicity, race, international, and class concerns, engage in minority retention and recruitment efforts, or offer mentorship networking as well as for those individuals who embody the spirit of the Caucus.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Scott A. Myers, Secretary
